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                                        Applying for Social Housing Support

Social Housing is broadly defined as accommodation provided by a local authority or an approved housing body (AHB) for persons who are unable to provide accommodation from their own resources. This includes the provision of housing for eligible low-income earners, the elderly, persons with disabilities, homeless persons and people leaving institutional care with no family accommodation. Housing support can be provided in a variety of ways:
	Rented tenancies in Kilkenny County Council owned properties.
	Sourcing social housing properties from the private sector through schemes such as the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) or Long-Term Leasing (LTL) scheme or Leasing (Short or Long term).
	Providing Housing Assistance Payments (HAP) to assist in the payment of rent.
	Nominations to accommodation provided by approved housing bodies (AHBs). Approved housing bodies are independent, non-profit making organisations that provide rented housing on a similar basis to the Kilkenny County Council.
	Provision of specific accommodation for homeless people, older people, persons with disabilities and Travellers.


Qualifying Criteria

In assessing your eligibility and housing need, the local authority will consider such factors as household size, household income, your present accommodation (if any), the condition of that accommodation, and any special circumstances including age, disability, medical circumstances etc. Houses are allocated to applicants in order of priority, taking all circumstances into account.
The rules for the assessment are set out in national legislation and in Kilkenny County Council Scheme of Letting Priorities 2023.  
Criteria for eligibility for social housing support include: 
	Need - You must be in genuine need of housing and unable to provide accommodation from your own resources.
	Right - Right to live in Ireland. You must have a legal right to remain in the State on a long-term basis.
	Age - You must be 18 years of age or older.
	Income - Your net income must be below the thresholds list below:

 
	Single Adult 
	2 Adults 
	1 Adult 
1 Child 
	1 Adult, 
2 Children 
	2 Adults 
1 Child 
	2 Adults 
3 Children 
	3 Adults 
4 Children 

	€35,000
	€36,750
	€35,875
	€36,750
	€37,625
	€39,375
	€42,000


 
The determination of whether an applicant household meets the income criteria will be based on a calculation of their preceding 12 months (52 weeks) net income prior to the date of receipt of the application. Household income must be less than the income thresholds applicable to the household size.
	Local Connection - In general, you must already be living in Kilkenny or have a local connection with the area.

  
How to Apply
Note: you can only apply for housing support from one local authority.
	Social Housing Support Application Form 2023 can be submitted at your nearest local authority office or by post.
	Only fully completed applications with all supporting documentation will be accepted for processing. Please ensure to read the “checklist for applicants” carefully on the application form to ensure all relevant documentation is submitted.
	Applications submitted with missing or incomplete information will cause a delay in their processing and will be returned.
	In addition, a HMD Form 1 Disability and Medical Information Form must be completed for anyone who is applying for social housing, who has a disability or medical condition that requires specific accommodation requirements. The information provided will be used to assess if priority status should be awarded to an application.
	Please note, an Occupational Therapist Report must be submitted in respect of a specific accommodation requirement. What Happens Next 
	Once a valid application is submitted; it is processed and an assessment interview is carried out.
	A decision is issued in writing to confirm approval/refusal of an application for social housing support. 
	If you meet the criteria of the scheme, you are placed on the Council’s housing waiting list. As dwellings become available for letting, they are allocated from the waiting list in accordance with the Council's Housing Allocation Scheme and taking account of all the relevant circumstances.
	All applicants included on the social housing list must notify and provide supporting verification of any change of address, household income, contact details, family composition i.e. new baby/partner etc. to the local authority. 
	If you do not meet the criteria for social housing support the Council will inform you and explain the reasons for their decision.

 
Contact
Housing Section, Johns Green House, Johns Green, Kilkenny
Email: SocialHousingApplications@kilkennycoco.ie
Phone: 056-7794330
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                    Contact Information

Kilkenny County Council
 County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny R95 A39T

Tel: +353 (0) 56 7794000
Fax: +353 (0) 56 7794004 
 Email: info@kilkennycoco.ie 
Emergency outside office hours: 
0818 399 399

	Emergency Contacts
	Management Team
	Your County Councillor
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	Opening Times
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								Permission: I give my consent for Kilkenny County Council to contact me via email using the information I have provided in this form for the purpose of news, updates and events.
								


								What to expect: If you wish to withdraw your consent and stop hearing from us, simply click the unsubscribe link at the bottom of every email we send or contact us at news@kilkennycoco.ie. We value and respect your personal data and privacy. To view our privacy policy, please visit our website. By submitting this form, you agree that we may process your information in accordance with these terms.
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